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Tidings from the Senior Warden 

 

Dear Hungars Cure Parish, 

 

Much has changed since last month's Parish Path.  Our lives have certainly been turned upside down.   

Bishop Susan Haynes updated us with a letter on Saturday, March 21. She has shown great 

leadership during her first few months as our Bishop.  This letter has the latest guidelines for us to 

follow during this Coronavirus threat.  I realize some of our parishioners do not have access to email 

and internet, so I have copied and pasted Bishop Susan's letter below for you to read. 

 

For those of us with internet, we are able to watch services from a variety of sources. Most locally, St. 

George's and St. James's new priest, Phil Bjornberg, invited us all to join his online service via the 

website Zoom.   Unfortunately, I was unable to view his service due to my very unreliable internet 

connection.  I hope others were able to log in and enjoy a virtual worship service. 

 

I will work to keep us all connected through mail, email, and/or phone.  If anyone needs help with 

grocery buying, mail, or prescriptions, please contact me (mgfloyd@verizon.net (757)-678-7108) or 

Catherine Stinson (hcparish@gmail.com (757)-678-7837) at the church office.  If you know of someone 

who is in need of prayer, please let us know so we can add them to our prayer list.  

 

You can also check our website at hungarscure.org and our Facebook page at Hungars Episcopal 

Church for more updates. 

 

As my sweet mother always said to me "This too shall pass.” I know with our wonderful community 

and with our Christian faith, we will get beyond this and come out on the other side with a greater 

appreciation of our lives on earth and of our Lord who helps to guide us. 

 

Many Blessings, 

 

Mary Floyd 

Cure Senior Warden 

 



 
 

Message from Bishop Haynes: Holy Week, Triduum and Easter   
During Coronavirus/COVID-19   

 

On March 12, we directed Episcopal communities in our Diocese to suspend all church activities 
including gatherings for public worship for a period of two weeks in an effort to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 disease caused by the now pandemic coronavirus. At that time that we promised that 
would re-evaluate by March 26. I think it is safe to say that even with March 26 still a few days away, 
we all realize that our time of social distancing will extend far beyond that date. The Centers for 
Disease Control and the World Health Organization have suggested a period of up to 8 weeks. Sadly, 
these 8 weeks encompass our most sacred times of Holy Week and Easter, a time when more people 
gather to receive the Eucharist than at any other time. How can we NOT gather, we wonder? And 
yet, our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has asked us to do just that and to encourage and engage 
online and in-home resources for worship.  
 
In light of Bishop Curry's advice, the advice of health professionals monitoring the 
pandemic and the directions of government officials, public gatherings for worship 
continue to be suspended in the Diocese of Southern Virginia until further notice - a time 
frame which regrettably includes the liturgies for Holy Week and Easter. 
 
While I deeply appreciate the enthusiasm and creativity of priests from different parts of the Diocese 
who have proposed alternative ways of celebrating the Eucharist which might, if very carefully 
employed, still observe the requirements of social distancing and sanitation, I am not able to 
authorize those at this time. My reasons are two-fold. First, even though the risks of disease 
transmission might be mitigated, at least in part, in a "parking lot Eucharist," where the Sacrament is 
delivered to opened car windows, the risk of transmission would not be eliminated. Likewise with 
consecrated hosts that are left on the doorsteps of shut-in parishioners. Because we do not yet 
completely understand the extent of that risk, health officials are cautioning against it. Secondly, as 
Christians, we are called to attend to the well-being of our neighbor - essentially the good of our 
communities. Our community officials have asked us to observe a policy of social distancing. As 
Christian citizens, it behooves us to model adherence to those policies rather than look for exceptions 
that would enable us to circumvent them, or ways to be excused from them, however well-
intentioned our efforts. 
 
Likewise, I cannot authorize any electronic consecration, or consecrating of elements over the 
internet. We live an embodied faith which means physical presence. Our current practices require 
the actual laying on of hands, not a virtual laying on of hands. 
 
These are all painful, difficult decisions. Since the Liturgical Reform Movement of the 1970's, we have 
been a church centered on the Eucharist. We believe that Christ is powerfully revealed present to us 
in the breaking of the bread. However, I would encourage you to consider and remember that Jesus 
is revealed to us in other ways as well - in Scripture, in the kindnesses and loving actions of others, 
in our reaching out in whatever way we can to the poor and marginalized. Perhaps God is working 
through this crisis to reveal to us additional ways to connect to Him and the saving work of His Son. 
Perhaps our task now is to explore and create new ways to live our Baptismal Promises even in the 
face of this coronavirus. 



We will be working with you in the next days and weeks to gather resources for use in the homes of 
all those associated with your parishes to offer ways to observe Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter 
in their individual homes, rather than in large worship gatherings. We will also continue to 
make online resources available. Please do not hesitate to contact us. While we all want to help 
you, in particular, Canon Lynn Farlin (Canon for Formation) and Ms. Ann Turner (Diocesan 
Communications Officer) are especially equipped to assist you in staying connected with your 
parishes and each other. 
 
I do realize that none of this is news that you wanted to hear today. I did not want to deliver it. I do 
want to remind you, however, that in this time when social isolation might cause us to feel 
disconnected and separate, there is nothing, absolutely nothing that can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ (Romans 8:38-39). Not even the coronavirus! And if we all make our life in Christ, 
from whom we are joined, then we cannot be separated from one other either! 
 
With love and every blessing, 
 
Bishop Susan 

 
 
 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW  . . .  
 

. . . that articles or announcements 
for the Parish Path should be in the parish 
office by April 20 for the May newsletter?  
Information can be delivered by calling the 
parish office at 678-7837 or by 
e-mailing hcparish@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

Coronavirus Guidelines 
 

As we traverse this unknown future with the 
Coronavirus, I would like to remind everyone to 
follow the guidelines from the CDC.  If you do 
meet with a few parishioners or must go to 
the church office, please remember the 
social distancing of 6 feet.  If you have 
church business that can be done via mail, 
email, or a phone call, please make every 
effort to use that method, rather than to 
make a visit to the office in Eastville. If you 
must use any church facilities, please be 

conscientious about disinfecting any 
surfaces in which you come in contact 
(before and after).  We want to keep everyone 
safe! 
 
With that being said, Kathy Kutz is 
enthusiastically working to organize a “virtual” 
Morning Prayer service in Hungars Church 
this Sunday to be streamed on Facebook Live 
on the Hungars Church Facebook page. The 
Coronavirus guidelines will be followed and 
surfaces will be disinfected after the service!  
Look for details on our Parish website, 
hungarscure.org, on Hungars Episcopal 
Church Facebook page, and/or email! 
 
Stay Safe, 
 
Mary Floyd 
 

 

A l l e l u I a 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00159_DTCt5j8GBYpe4t0BWBLiufuK4z-S_vzEX7zgOMYta5bQwOcmIK9Sd6VROWl2RFYB0waceduPViOzEFiIdDjImqiYQwcmA5ZHijr7tK3QB9JwnJOAjch2kkq1glSAWk-s4_KMrC6rEBL0lzfMAGqkBANgb_YlToToRrMPLiHUzhjsLGcqvZd0B78-FZGAVtOGarWRICgPjsdda-NfxY_iSx-aK5eQE&c=379aBa1nDLtXbVjDFR9luKH4ZvAnSXu5wjw3f888IdjkCcha0VoT0A==&ch=YE0PAxGADgROSpipQuIinpcPUuaQ2wXIYDz0ublVCNQE4v1BZ_yYaw==
mailto:hcparish@gmail.com


Prayers for Members & 
Friends of Hungars Cure 

Parishes 
 
 

Randy Stuart 

Tom Gonzalez 

 

 

 

April Anniversary 

 

29 - Mr. & Mrs. Will Leland 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

 

02 – John Bridgforth 

 Jacob Floyd 

Tom Gonzalez 

Beth Hershock 

15 – Monika Bridgforth 

16 – Jim Roe 

17 - Katherine Scott 

Mary J. Moses 

18 – John Morgan 

20 – Mark Raymond 

21 – Emily Kellam 

Sarah Rose-Jensen 

22 – Luke Kellam 

Carl Sanders 

25 – Jason Floyd 

26 – Margaret Rogers 

 

 

 

If a person is no longer in need of our ongoing 

prayers, please let us know by email or leave a 

message on the office phone at 

 757-678-7837. Thank you. 

 

 

 

Happy 
Easter! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Outreach In the Time of 

the Coronavirus 
 
With church services and much of our other 
community life suspended during this unique 
time, the work of the Outreach Committee is 
also somewhat hindered.  Our March 
collection of children’s books can continue 
because those books will be welcome 
whenever the schools are open again.  On the 
other hand, it’s apparent that the April Book 
Fairs that some of us have enjoyed 
volunteering for in the past will not be held this 
year. 
 
Recently our attention has been focused on 
getting to know our local schools and their 
needs better.  Patty Kellam is the new 
Executive Director of the Eastern Shore 
Community College Foundation and she has 
spoken to our group about ways our parish 
can help their students.  Some of her 
suggestions have to do with helping provide 
for the nutritional needs of many of ESCC’s 
students, either supplying healthy snacks or 
the hot meal portion of the college’s “Lunch 
and Learn” program. 
 
There are other opportunities we are learning 
about as well.  Jim Townsend has been 
speaking with instructors at both the high 
school and college levels to learn what 
barriers some students face when they want 
to participate in vocational programs.  For 
instance, in the college’s welding program, 
students must make a personal investment in 
costly equipment.  Local EMT students must 
pay for coursework across the bay 
themselves.  Jim has also learned that while 
Northampton County Public Schools cover the 
cost of dual enrollment coursework for high 
school seniors, juniors must pay for these 
courses themselves.  There are many areas 
where some scholarship help could be useful 
and we will continue to explore these. 
 
When our two churches get together for a joint 
Fifth Sunday service, the Outreach Committee 

usually asks a representative of a local 
organization to make a brief presentation 
during “Announcements.”  We were so looking 
forward to meeting Luke Wenting, staff 
associate of “Eastern Shore Young Life” at 
Northampton High School.  In lieu of Luke’s 
making a personal appearance, he’s sent the 
following: 
 

Young Life is an incarnational, relational 
ministry committed to introducing 
adolescents to Jesus Christ and helping 
them grow in their faith. It is 
incarnational in that Young Life Staff 
and volunteers reflect God's act of 
putting on flesh and entering our world 
(John 1:14) by entering the worlds of 
teenagers. It's relational because Young 
Life staff and volunteers rely, not on 
programs to communicate the gospel, 
but on real relationships with students. 
Currently there is a team in place at 
Northampton High School. Alongside 
this relational presence in kids' lives, we 
have two weekly meetings: Club 
(designed for kids who do not have faith 
in Jesus) and Student Leadership (for 
students to be encouraged and 
empowered to reach their friends). We 
also have a week-long summer camp 
where kids can get away from 
distractions and hear the gospel.   If you 
are interested in being involved or would 
like more information, contact Luke 
Wentling at (717) 679-4507 
or lewentling18@gmail.com.  

 
We’ll look forward to meeting Luke in person 
in the future. In the meantime, here is a 
schedule of the next few months’ collection 
items.  If you’ve already collected books or 
some of the other items, please hold on to 
them for the time being.  However, Megan 
Rose-Jensen says that the soup kitchen 
would welcome now the items listed below in 
“July,” as the Exmore Soup Kitchen continues 
to provide take-out meals.  If you have food 
items that you’re able to donate, you can drop 
them off at the Seventh Day Adventist building 
in Exmore on Wednesday mornings, or 

mailto:lewentling18@gmail.com


contact Megan at 442-3927 
or rosejensenm@gmail.com. 
 

April Nutritional supplements for shut-ins 
(Ensure, Glucerna, Boost, etc.) 

May New or gently used sheets, towels for 
local camps 

June Items for the SPCA 
July Items for the Exmore Soup Kitchen, 

specifically:  canned fruit cocktail, tuna, 
applesauce, bottles of apple juice 

 
Love your neighbors!  Keep a safe social 
distance. 

 

Hungars Parish  
Safe Church Update 

 

With the cancellation of all church activities for 

the next eight weeks as directed by Bishop 

Susan Haynes, our training on May 16-17 may 

likely be cancelled also.  The Diocese prefers 

we do an in-person training, but several 

parishioners have started the online training.  If 

you prefer to do the training online, as we are 

all stuck at home for an extended period, that 

is perfectly fine.   

 

You may send your certificate of completion to 

the parish office at  hcparish@gmail.com and it 

will be kept on file there.  To know which 

training you need to do, Universal or 

Specialized, refer to the safe church guidelines 

on the Diocese website:   diosova.org 

 

This is the web address for the Safe Church 

Policy,  
 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2279/Saf

eChurchDiocesanPolicy2019_01.pdf 

 

If you have any questions, contact Mary Floyd 

by email at mgfloyd@verizon.net  or by phone 

at 757-678-7108. You can also check the parish 

website at hungarscure.org for updates. 
 

 

The Search is On 
 

Although unable to meet, our Search 

Committee is moving forward.  We 

recently welcomed Dixon Leatherbury 

as our third member from Christ 

Church.  Our members are Walter 

Childs, Susan Harris, Joyce Holland 

(Chair), Dixon, Jim Long, Mary J. 

Moses (Chaplain) and Judy Robbins 

(Secretary).  Joyce has spoken with 

Canon Roy Hoffman, the Canon for 

Transition for our Diocese, and he has 

offered to be a source of guidance until 

we have a consultant.   While the 

closing of all Church activities 

prevents us from physically meeting, 

members are in touch through e-mail 

and are working on drafts for portions 

of our Profile, which when completed, 

will offer potential candidates a 

picture of our Parish family.  We will 

be seeking input for this important 

document from all our Parishioners in 

the future.  We have adopted the 

following prayer, which will be said in 

unison prior to our Sunday Church 

services, once we are able to be 

together again.  

 

Dear Lord, please guide us as we 

prayerfully deliberate the selection of 

a new Rector; one who will, by 

example, lead us to a deeper faith, help 

us grow our congregations, minister to 

the sick, and be a beacon of hope to 

mailto:rosejensenm@gmail.com
mailto:%20hcparish@gmail.com
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2279/SafeChurchDiocesanPolicy2019_01.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2279/SafeChurchDiocesanPolicy2019_01.pdf


those in trouble or need.  Bless our 

Search Committee and our 

congregations and imbue us with 

wisdom, patience, and understanding.  

Open our hearts and minds to discern 

Your will at this time of reflection and 

change; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior.  Amen  

 

We thank you all for your support and 

prayers during the journey ahead. 

 

 
 
 

News from St. Cecilia’s Guild 
 
 

The Guild endeavors to serve the Church and 
the community in many capacities. Members 
meet in the Parish House at Christ Church on 
the first Wednesday of every month, at 1 pm. 
All women of the church are cordially invited to 
attend a meeting and see what we have to 
offer in fellowship and shared goals. 
 
Last month at our March meeting, we 
discussed an ongoing “Wish List” of 
improvements for the Christ Church Parish 
House, including possible sale of the grand 
piano to free up space and to fund some other 
renovation or new project. Also on the list are 
wall-hung coat racks on either side of the front 
doors, a more attractive and low-profile 
alternative to the bulky, existing coat rack. 
Other items were new weather sealing for 
doors and electrical outlets, some Oriental 
style rugs to cut down on noise during large 
gatherings, and several 6-foot tall bookcases 
for the library to create improved and space-
efficient book storage; new outdoor lighting in 
front of the Church and in the parking lot of the 
Parish House, and finally, for brightening up 

the Parish House overall, the possible addition 
of some recessed LED ceiling lighting to 
augment the existing wall sconces.  Our Vestry 
is aware of all these items and has made 
improved outdoor lighting their first priority. 
The annual Spring meeting of Episcopal 
Women of the Eastern Shore (Convocation I) 
has been cancelled to help prevent the further 
spread of Coronavirus. We were to meet at St. 
George’s, Pungoteague, on April 15. We still 
plan to meet in the Fall at Holy Trinity, 
Onancock, October 21. Announcements of the 
Fall meeting will follow as it’s time approaches. 
 
Also cancelled is St. Cecelia Guild’s monthly 
meeting held on April 1. 
 
Other future events are uncertain due to 
COVID-19. The Guild hopes to meet again on 
May 6 to plan for our Annual Plant Sale on 
Saturday, May 9. Always held the Saturday 
before Mother’s Day, you will find a variety of 
Spring flowers, cooking and fragrance herbs, 
vegetable and strawberry plants, bulbs, and 
shrubs for sale. We open at 9 am, so come 
and shop for your home garden and yard!  
Plants will be on display in front of the Church. 
All proceeds go to support St. Cecelia’s 
outreach in the community. News of our Plant 
Sale will follow.  
 
All women are invited to attend St. Cecelia’s 
meetings. Come and see what good you can 
accomplish for your church, your parish, and 
your community. 

 
 
 

 


