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CHRIST CHURCH, EASTVILLE – HUNGARS CHURCH, BRIDGETOWN  

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

PENTECOST                            SEPTEMBER, 2018 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Tidings from the Rector  

 

Dear Friends, 

I hope you’ve had a pleasant summer.  For a while, I didn’t think the season would ever 
turn warm. But now that it’s mid-august and plenty hot, I’m glad autumn is near. But 
then, when the colder weather comes, I’ll probably wonder how the summer went by so 
quickly. I guess there’s just no pleasing some people. 

Autumn is my favorite season on the shore. It’s warm during the day, and cool at night; 
perfect for sitting on the porch and making music, or just thinking about the seasons. 
The tourist traffic on Highway 13 diminishes, so that crossing the road doesn’t seem 
like such an adventure. And for some reason, the sunsets in autumn always seem 
more beautiful to me, even though they’re already incredible. Maybe there really is 
pleasing some people. 
  
This autumn, I hope to offer an evening course based on Fr. David Holmes’ “A Brief 
History of the Episcopal Church.” The course will be open to anyone interested, and will 
begin with the English Reformation, and ending with last month’s General Convention, 
during which far-reaching decisions were made. Special emphasis will be placed on the 
Virginia Parish system, of which we are an original, surviving member. Details will be 
forthcoming. 
  
This autumn, I hope both churches will begin to have conversations about the future. 
Both churches are slowly adding people; a good thing, considering the demographics 
of Northampton County. But both churches could benefit from further growth. And while 
there’s really no miracle formula that will fill the pews, I’m certain that we can at least 
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begin to talk about growth and the future. As the old saying goes: if you aim at nothing, 
you’ll hit the bullseye every time. 
  
And autumn is the time of year when churches traditionally begin their stewardship 
campaigns. I don’t care to constantly fret over money, but pledge drives must be done. 
Both churches have been in pretty good financial shape this year, and the vestries are 
grateful for your pledge maintenance. Before too long, you’ll receive a pledge request, 
and possibly a phone call. Please participate as you’re able, knowing that the staff of 
Hungars Cure will do our best to be good stewards of your generous gifts. 
  
Don’t forget: Mrs. Linda Rogers will become the Rev. Deacon Linda Rogers on 
September 29, at Galilee Church in Virginia Beach. The service begins at 10 am, but 
you may want to arrive early; three dioceses are being represented, and there will likely 
be a crowd. 
  
September is here, with only three weeks of summer left. I hope the coming autumn 
season brings pleasant weather and God’s abundant blessings. There are plentiful 
blessings to be had at Hungars Cure Parish, and I encourage you to be an active part 
of it all. 
  
          Faithfully, 

          Daniel+ 
 

 

DID YOU 

KNOW  (OR DON’T  

FORGET) . . . .  
 

 . . .  that St. Cecelia's Guild’s 
September meeting will be held on 
the 6th at 1 pm.  Please join us at 
Christ Church Parish House. 
 
 . .  that articles or 
announcements for the Parish 
Path should be in the parish office 
by September 24 for the October 
newsletter.  Information can be 
delivered in person, by calling the 
parish office at 678-7837 or by e-
mailing the office at 
hcparish@gmail.com. 

 

Vestry Meetings: 
 

Hungars – September 11 at 5 p.m. 

Christ Church – September 12, at 5 p.m. 
 

 

Many thanks to Ralph Dodd and his crew 

for fixing the crater in the Christ Church 

Parish House driveway.  It is much 

appreciated.

Lift Up Your Voice in Song 
        Submitted by Louise Boss 
 
Our first Joint Choir rehearsal this season 
will be Thursday, Sept. 7 at 5 pm at 
Hungars Church. Come help us make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 

mailto:hcparish@gmail.com
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CURE OUTREACH 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
The Outreach Committee continues to meet the 
first Wednesday of each month and there are always lots 
of good ideas to discuss. 
  
During the month of September, we’ll be highlighting 
needs of our local SPCA, and will be collecting useful 
items for rescue animals.  Sheila Crockett, the director, 
says that they welcome all donations, but here’s a list of 
what is especially welcomed: 
  
·         Paper towels 
·         Liquid Laundry Detergent (powder does not always         
dissolve) 
·         Dryer sheets 
·         Dawn dishwashing liquid (preferably the original 
blue      kind) Young animals tolerate this better than pet 
shampoo. 
·         Kitty treats 
·         Dog treats.  No rawhide products.  Preferred are 
“Dentastix,” and “Pupperoni” and by far, the dogs’ 
favorite is “Nudges” 
·         Canned cat food, preferably shredded or filets 
·         Canned or dry dog food 
·         Used dog bedding (perhaps your own pets have 
outgrown it or never took to it) 
·         Old towels 
·         Old bedsheets get used as single use, disposable 
kennel lining for certain animals. 
  
Look for collection baskets for the SPCA in the back of 
each church. 
  
Megan Rose-Jensen is our liaison with the Exmore Soup 
Kitchen and has put together teams who provide meals –
more than 100 of them! – one Wednesday each 
month.  Megan is looking for “team captains” for each 
group of volunteers.  Please speak to Megan if you’re 
interested in joining or forming a team. 
  
The Outreach Committee has Hungars tee shirts 
(@$15.00) and Hungars aprons (@$20.00) 

available.  Please see Nancy Gonzalez if you’re interested 
in purchasing some. 
  
September is a month with 5 Sundays, so our churches 
will meet together at Hungars on September 30th at 10, 
as is our custom.  Our guest speaker this month will be 
the director of Habitat for Humanity – our own Nancy 
Gonzales.  Expect to hear more about a Hungars Work 
Day on a nearby home-in-progress sometime in October. 
  
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, September 5th at 
10am in the Hungars Parish House.  Consider joining us 
and be part of the discussion on how to share Hungars 
Cure Parish’s many gifts with our neighbors. 
 

 

 
CONVOCATION ECWO FALL 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The ECW Convocation meeting will be  

Held October 17 at Emmanuel Jenkins 

Bridge.  Holy Eucharist will begin at 10 

followed by a business meeting where 

election of chair and treasurer will be 

held.  Holy Trinity is asked to nominate 

the chair from among their members. 
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The 79th General Convention 

 in Austin, Texas 
A summary and reflection by the Bishop 

 

General Convention is a rare experience! It is 

demanding of its participants. It can often be 

tedious and arduous and at the same time deeply 

moving and inspirational. It sometimes feels like a 

"zoo" - given the cultural, regional, ecclesiological 

and theological diversity it embodies. It is the 

Church in all its glory and in all its fractiousness. 

I've attended 4 General Conventions now, and I 

am truly convinced that there is something holy 

about the gathering. Not holy as in "perfect." But 

holy as in "blessed" - that kind of favor of love that 

God bestows on a community of people who, in all 

their finitude and fallibility, are willing to show up 

and struggle to be Christ's body in the world. It 

isn't always pretty. But God loves us for trying, 

even if we don't always get it right, and that fact 

makes it holy. 

 

As at all previous conventions, during the 79th 

General Convention held in July in Austin, Texas, 

hundreds of resolutions were taken up for debate 

and legislation. At the end of convention there 

were four particular resolutions adopted that stand 

out as having potential impact on our life together 

in Southern Virginia. Some clarification about 

these seems in order. 

 

1. Prayer Book Revision 
 

General Convention voted not to revise the 1979 

Book of Common Prayer. In fact, it passed a 

resolution to "memorialize" the Prayer Book - 

which, in essence, says that for the next several 

years the BCP '79 is our standard for liturgy in the 

Episcopal Church. 

 

Having established the '79 book as the norm, 

General Convention also affirmed the need to 

create and authorize new supplemental liturgies 

for the Church to use between now and when we 

do eventually revise the Prayer Book. These 

liturgies may include texts with inclusive language 

and/or other expansive language changes, and 

new updated non-English translations. As has 

always been the case, these new supplemental 

liturgies will be for optional usage.   

 

2. Marriage Rites 
 

General Convention voted to authorize the new 

marriage rites for same-sex and opposite-sex 

couples as 'trial use" liturgies. The transition from 

being "proposed rites" to being "trial use" will result 

in the liturgies becoming available for use by any 

clergy person who is presently authorized to 

perform the BCP '79 marriage rite. In other words, 

soon it will no longer be necessary for a priest to 

receive a bishop's permission to use the new 

marriage rites in his/her church. 

 

In light of the fact that a handful of bishops in the 

Church remain opposed to same-gender marriage 

and do not presently allow any of their priests to 

marry same-sex couples, General Convention 

established a special allowance. Rather than 

violate their consciences, bishops who are 

opposed will designate another non-opposed 

bishop to provide "pastoral support" to any couple 

desiring to be married with the trial rites. This 

allowance is based on the general understanding 

that any same-gender couple who qualifies for 

lawful marriage will have reasonable access to the 

marriage rites no matter where they happen to 

reside. 

 

Although I whole-heartedly support same-gender 

marriage, I believe the alternate oversight option 

will serve the Episcopal well, and model the kind 

of tolerance and openness to differences in 

theology that is a hallmark of our great tradition. 

 

To summarize: As of Advent I, all clergy in 

Southern Virginia may use the trial rites for 

marriage - including same-gender marriage - 

without permission from the office of the Bishop. 

The normal diocesan requirements for marriage 

after divorce will continue to apply as before. For 

obvious pastoral reasons, it is recommended that 

all clergy continue be diligent in their efforts to hold 
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thoughtful theological conversations about same-

gender marriage with parish leadership - 

especially if the use of such rites has not yet been 

introduced to the parish. 

 

As has always been the case, parish clergy with 

primary authority (rector, priest in charge, etc.) are 

free to decide for themselves whether or not to 

perform any marriage - same-gender or otherwise. 

In other words, no clergy person in the Episcopal 

Church is obliged to perform any particular 

marriage. 

 

3. Combating Sexual abuse/harassment 
 

While there were several resolutions around this 

very complex and important matter, all were 

focused on making the Church environment safe 

for all people regardless of gender or orientation. 

Perhaps paramount was the passing of the House 

of Bishops' "Working Covenant" for the practice of 

equity and justice for all in the Episcopal Church. 

An outgrowth of a session of a "Liturgy of 

Listening", at which bishops told the personal 

stories of those who have suffered injustice in the 

church, the Covenant acknowledges that the 

Church is not immune to abuse, harassment and 

exploitation of people of varying gender, racial and 

cultural identities. The covenant states that 

bishops will engage their diocesan cultures and 

structures to ensure that all people are being 

treated fairly - in power sharing, in wage equity, 

and in clergy deployment. 

 

In the days ahead it will be incumbent upon us to 

consider if we are actually being who we claim to 

be in Southern Virginia - if our practice is in line 

and congruent with our faith statements - 

especially in regard to our treatment of those who 

we employ and who serve us. 

 

4. Diocese of Cuba 
 

One of the true highlights of General Convention 

was the unanimous vote - both in the House of 

Deputies and the House of Bishops - to restore the 

relationship of the Episcopal Church and La 

Iglesia Episcopal de Cuba. The resolution 

lamented the actions of the House of Bishops that 

ejected the Diocese of Cuba from the Episcopal 

Church in 1966 (Cuba was one of our missionary 

dioceses). For 50 plus years the Episcopal Church 

in Cuba struggled alone - with the exception of 

occasional support from the Anglican Church of 

Canada. And yet, for the past 50 years the Church 

of Cuba has considered itself part of the Episcopal 

Church, hoping that one day its mother church 

would welcome it home. 

 

One of the most powerful moments occurred when 

the Bishop of Cuba was welcomed with applause 

into the House of Bishops to sit at a table with her 

colleagues. It was an honor and privilege to 

witness such an important moment of restoration. 

The joy in the face of the bishop was palpable - as 

was the joy in the faces of those people who had 

traveled with her from Cuba to witness and 

celebrate the return. 

 

Perhaps the Diocese of Southern Virginia will find 

some avenue in the future in which to connect with 

and directly support the Episcopal Church in 

Cuba. I believe it could be a life-giving experience 

for both dioceses. 

 

As a final thought, I find that I am particularly 

proud of Southern Virginia's deputation - thinking 

especially of our deputies' dogged faithfulness to 

what proved to be a highly demanding 11 day 

legislative process. We owe our deputies a debt of 

gratitude for their commitment of time and energy. 

Some of them even used their personal vacation 

time to attend and serve the Church on our behalf. 

 

And I also find that I am again very proud of our 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and the steadfast 

and energetic leadership that he offers the 

Church. His great humor and affection and down-

to-earth manner infused the entire 11 day 

experience with a sense of thanksgiving and 

hopefulness, not to mention his spirit-filled 

preaching lighting up the room! 

 

The Episcopal Church is a wonderful, special and 

unique part of the Jesus Movement. We truly have 
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much to offer the world. For those who were in 

attendance, this summer's 79th General 

Convention confirmed that fact once again. 

 

+Holly 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry 

News 
On Sunday, September 16 at 4 p.m. 

the Music Ministry Committee will 

host New York vocalist Laurel 

Masse, who is internationally 

known as one of the great jazz 

singers of her generation.  This 

concert is free and open to the 

public.  An offering will be received 

at the door and a reception will 
follow. 

 

A subgroup of the Virginia 

Symphony Orchestra will attend 

and participate in the Orchestra of 

the Eastern Shore’s rehearsal on 

Monday, October 8, as part of a 

workshop and concert that will be 

open to the public.   

 

All of this will happen at Hungars 
Church. 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH BAZAAR 

COMING UP 

 

Christ Church’s bazaar planning committee 

has met and made decisions.  Our bazaar 

will be held Saturday, October 13. 

 

Donations, including books, will be 

accepted starting Sunday, October 7 

through Friday, October 12.   

 

The following areas will be available for 

donations.  Those in charge of those items 

during the bazaar are: 

Fresh Vegetables – Pat Holland 

White Elephant – Anne Holland; Jo Boss 

Crafts – Louise Boss; Sylvia Lurty 

James/Jellies – Jennifer Ash 

Baked Goods – Susan Enzastiga 

Luncheon – Joe Restein 

Books – Lenore Poyer 

 

A raffle item is needed, so please look 

carefully for a nice item to donate for the 

raffle. 

 

Anyone who can help unpack saved items, 

price donated items, and arrange the 

tables is welcome during the week of the 

bazaar.  As always this is a church effort, 

and many hands are needed to make it a 

success. 
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SERVANTS SCHEDULES FOR 
SEPTEMBER 2018 

Please call the Parish Office (678-7837) with changes and substitutions for this roster. Every 

effort will be made to see that the newsletter and the Sunday bulletins are as accurate as 

possible. You may leave a message any time of the day or night! 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Altar Guild 
Catie Hubbard & Anne Holland 

 
Layreaders 

SEPT 02  Katty Mears & Sylvia Lurty  
09  Pres Trower  
16  Charlie Boss  
23  Dixon Leatherbury  
30  5th Sunday @ Hungars  

 
Usher  

Dixon Leatherbury  
 

Coffee Hour  
SEPT 02  Louise Boss  

09  Open  
16  Open  
23  Open  
30  5th Sunday @ Hungars  

 
 

 

 

HUNGARS CHURCH 
 

Altar Guild 
Joan Wehner, Sandra Taylor, Monika 

Bridgforth & Patty Kellam 
 

Layreaders 
SEPT 02  Ashby Seay  

09  Randy Stuart  
16  Barney Selph  
23  Rick Bingman  
30  Nancy Gonzalez  

 
Nursery 

SEPT 02 Patty Kellam  
09  Nancy Bisker  
16  Sue Thatcher  
23  Randy Stuart  
30  Mary Floyd  

 
Ushers 

SEPT 02  Sarah Bingman & Nancy  
Bisker  

09  Marion & Jim Roe  
16  Claiborne & Charlie 

Dickinson  
23  Vivian & Phil Custis  
30  George Bryan & Peter 

Holland  
 

Coffee Hour 
SEPT 02  Sandra & Ashby Taylor  

09  Marion & Jim Roe  
16  Open  
23  August Altar Guild  
30  Open 


