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    hungars parish path 

 

CHRIST CHURCH, EASTVILLE – HUNGARS CHURCH, BRIDGETOWN 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADVENT/EPIPHANY                                                                                         December 2020/January 2021 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tidings from the Priest-in-Charge 

 

Away with the old, and in with the new! As we tear off the 

last pages of the calendar of 2020 let us pause and be … 

grateful.  

 

Yes, it has been a fraught year. One of the craziest (and 

for some, most painful) in memory. 

Let us then be thankful for the still, small center of gravity 

in each of us, directing us back to what matters: Love, 

faith, hope, kindness, charity. What matters is we 

have known again and again the joy these bring! 

 

Let us then be grateful for the subtle beauty of fallow 

gardens and resting fields, the dog at the hearth (he 

slobbers, but what a cutie). There is a hearth! And a dog. 

And there is so much to be grateful for as these times pass 

and new times unfold. 

 

I am grateful for these two churches that make up 

Hungars Cure, and all the people and history that fill 

them. Let’s thank God and those leaders who provided for 

houses of worship on the Eastern Shore along with the 

other “first things.” 
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As the poet writes, we “only borrow this dust.” Let us then be 

in these changing times with radical, ceaseless, relentless 

gratitude for the God who made us out of dust, and put us 

here for love. 

Janet + 

******************************************************************* 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
This is my last letter to you in the Parish Path as Cure Senior Warden. I will continue to be 
an active member of the Hungars Vestry and involved in Hungars Cure activities. I feel like 
this has been an opportunity to not only learn the ins and outs of running an Episcopal 
Parish, but also a time to get to know many of you that I would never have gotten to know 
otherwise. While it has been a journey of trials, tribulations, tears, stress, and anxiety, it has 
also been a spiritual journey for me, one which strengthened my faith and made prayer an 
important part of my daily life. I am happy I was able to use my leadership abilities (or as 
Gee says, “my bossiness”) and give to my church family when it was greatly needed. 
 
As both churches work to fill vestry positions and to meet stewardship goals, if asked, I 
hope you will consider being a part of the vestry ministry. If that isn’t your talent or niche, 
please think of what gift you may have to offer and say yes or raise your hand to volunteer! 
Speaking of volunteers, we have a great group of folks working on the task of reorganizing 
our website. Jim Long has volunteered to be the Cure Webmaster. Check out the website as 
it begins to evolve into a more user friendly, inviting, and informative site. We need lots of 
pictures, so please take and send your photos of church happenings to 
hungarsmedia@gmail.com. 
 
Remember you can call or email me with any questions or concerns...or raise your hand to 
volunteer! 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Mary Floyd 
Hungars Cure Senior Warden 
 

Annual Parish Meetings  
 

Mark your calendars now for the Annual Parish Meetings: 
 

January 17, 2021 at Christ Church 
January 24, 2021 at Hungars 

Both meetings, including vestry elections, will take place in church after the regular 
Sunday service. 

mailto:hungarsmedia@gmail.com
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Blessing of Gifts to the Glory of God on Sunday, 

 November  22, 2020 at Hungars Church 

 
                       Candle Box and Reredos Altar Piece front PANEL                     

 Made by Don Ruthig. Bench made by Croxton Gordon           

                                     
 

DID YOU KNOW  . . . 
 
. . . that the deadline for items or announcements for 
the February newsletter is January 15?   If you have 
anything for the HPP, please e-mail the information 
to hcparish@gmail.com. 
 

Stewardship at 
Hungars Cure Parish 

 
Please prayerfully consider how you may 
allocate the gifts that God has given you to 
further His Kingdom in this part of His 
creation.  If you have not sent in your pledge, 
please do so now.  

 
CHRISTMAS Poinsettias 

 
Order forms for Christmas memorials/ 
thanksgivings were included in last 
month’s newsletter.  The poinsettias are 
$10 and will decorate both churches. 
Orders will be accepted through 
December 15 and will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletins.   

VESTRY MEETINGS 
 

Christ Church Vestry 
December 8, 2020 

7 pm 
 

Hungars Church Vestry 
December 15, 2020 

5 pm 

 
Christ Church 

 
Calling CHRIST CHURCH MEMBERS..... 
Please come and help with the 
“greening” of the church for Christmas! 
Tuesday, December 22 at 10:30 am. 
This year we will decorate with MAGNOLIA 
LEAVES along with the poinsettias.   They 
don’t dry out and make as much of a mess 
as holly and boxwood. - plus WE HAVE A 
SOURCE - Louise and Jennifer will cut 
branches in preparation. 
Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to 
lend a hand. 

mailto:hcparish@gmail.com
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Outreach Committee       

Reports 
 

This month the Outreach Committee was 
involved with the Christmas Child project, and 
around 119 shoeboxes were filled with small 
items to be enjoyed by children somewhere out 
in the world.  Nancy and Tom Gonzalez are the 
main force behind this effort; Nancy makes use 
of the resources of her insurance company and 
 local  stores, which help provide funds and 
great deals on items for the boxes.  Members 
of both churches contributed time, toys, and 
money to help pack these boxes in mid-
November. 
 
We’re continuing to discuss the possibility of a 
scholarship to support a local student at 
Eastern Shore Community College.  Jim 
Townsend is the person doing the research 
and big thinking about this project.  There are 
many possibilities being discussed, among 
them:  a one-time scholarship that our parish 
might consider renewing each year, depending 
on our resources; alternatively, an endowed 
scholarship (perhaps named to honor an 
individual) that could fund a scholarship in 
perpetuity.  Jim has (with Patty Kellam’s help) 
determined that a year at ESCC requires 
$4,000 of which $2,000 can be covered by 
“government funding.”  So, a scholarship that 
would help a student attend ESCC would 
require approximately $2,000 annually.  Please 
share your thoughts about this potential project 
with Jim, or with the Outreach Committee. 
  
Megan Rose-Jensen reports that the Exmore 
Soup Kitchen continues to provide free meals 
on Wednesdays. This work is now headed by 
Lou Negretti’s wife, Sam, and during this time 
of Covid, the meals are exclusively take-out.  
Teams of three people to prepare the meals for 
each Wednesday are always needed.  Please 
speak to Megan if you’re interested in helping. 
  

We are interested in providing big containers of 
healthy snacks for teachers in Northampton 
schools as a way of offering moral support.  
We’re looking for volunteers to coordinate this 
project with the schools and with other 
churches, and oversee the collection.  Please 
let Nancy Gonzalez know if you’re able to help 
with this. 
  
We were in the middle of collecting gently used 
children’s books when Covid abruptly shut us 
down in the spring.  Neither the public libraries 
nor the schools can accept donations of books 
right now, but Louise Boss has learned that the 
jail in Eastville is restocking its library 
bookshelves and welcomes donations of good 
paperback books (Note:  ONLY paperbacks!) 
and certain magazines: 
  

 Crossword Puzzle Books 
 Coloring books 
 Newspapers (local or out of town) 
 Reader’s Digest 
 Sports Illustrated 
 National Geographic 
 McCall’s 
 Field and Stream 
 Redbook 
 Woman’s Day 
 People 

  
Please speak to Louise if you’d like to learn 
how to get your books to the jail. 
  
As always, the Outreach Committee welcomes 
ideas, and we especially welcome you to 
attend our open meetings, held the first 
Wednesday of each month. 
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Hungars Blood Drive 
  

The Outreach Committee from Hungars and 
Christ Church is hosting an American Red 
Cross blood drive. 
 
      Site - Hungars Parish House 
      Date – Thursday, January 28, 2021 
      Time - 1 to 6 pm 
      Contact - Sue Thatcher, 757-678-6947 
 
You can schedule an appointment online at 
RedCrossBlood.org or you can call Sue to 
make an appointment for you.  We cannot 
accept walk-ins due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
You can save time by completing Rapid Pass, 
a pre-donation reading and health history, 
online the DAY OF the blood drive at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass. 
 
It is important to get a good night’s sleep and 
to eat iron-rich foods before donating blood.  
Please bring photo ID and a list of medications 
you are taking.  If you have any eligibility 
questions, you can call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2787) or visit RedCrossBlood.org. 
 
Remember: 
     -  The need for blood is constant 
     -  Only volunteer donors can meet this need 
     -  A unit of blood is needed every 2 to 3    
seconds in the USA 
 
Thank you for supporting the American Red 
Cross blood program and your Outreach 
Committee. 
 

 
A Message from the 

Transition Committee 
 

Our Committee members participated recently 
in a zoom meeting moderated by Canon Lynn 
Farlin and also attended by our Vestries. Canon 
Farlin led us through an analysis of the results 
from our recent parish-wide questionnaire. 
Our Committee will work with our Vestries to 

produce a summary for distribution among our 
parishioners. We appreciate your participation 
in this important process; we believe it will be a 
major asset as we plan for the future. 
 
-Joyce Holland, Chair 
 
 

 

Knit, Pray, Love 
 
The women of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
continue to knit, pray and give.  We have 
several beautiful shawls available, suitable for 
men and women.  If you know of someone who 
needs comfort and our prayers, please give 
them a shawl.  Contact Rev. Janet or Megan 
Rose-Jensen to arrange to pick up one from 
the Hungars Parish House.  There is no cost 
for a shawl. They are a gift of love. 
 
Also, while we have shawls on-hand, we are 
always anxious for more knitters and shawls.   
If you knit or crochet and pray, please consider 
joining in this ministry.  We each knit alone, 
choosing our own fiber and patterns.  While it 
is a solitary endeavor, prayer links us to those 
who receive our shawl, to the congregation 
who continues to pray for the receivers, and to 
our fellow knitters through our shared ministry.  
You will be most welcome!  Please contact 
Rev. Janet or Megan. 
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Prayer Shawl Blessings 
 
Dear Hungars folks, 
 
Many thanks for the beautiful prayer shawl. 
Most evenings, I wrap up in the shawl as I 
reflect on the day. It is amazingly 
comforting. 
 
Laney is attending St. Joseph Catholic School 
in Petersburg and recently participated as St. 
Maris Goretti in an All Saints Day 
project. She proudly wore the shawl and 
carried a few flowers as her costume. She told 
her teachers where it came from and 
why it is special. 
 
Laney and I miss you all. 
 
Love and blessings, 
Mary Beasley 

 

Christmas Worship 

this Year 

We are working hard to prepare for 

Christmas services. We expect and 

are planning to gather in the 

churches, and we will be nimble and 

responsive to changes and directives 

from the CDC and from the Diocese. 

 

December 17 Blue Christmas 

5 pm Hungars Church 

A quiet service with music and 

candles, prayers and sharing about 

the holidays in the wake of this year. 

It’s not all Ho Ho Ho for many who 

have experienced losses this year or 

at holiday time in years past. Join 

us for a round of comfort and gentle 

joy that makes room for tears. 

 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

 

6 pm Christ Church 

Reservations are needed as safety 

precautions limit seating. 

Please email the church office with 

your reservation or join us live on 

Facebook. 

 

9 pm Hungars Church  

Reservations are needed as safety 

precautions limit seating. 

Please email the church office with 

your reservation or join us live on 

Facebook. 

 

December 25 Christmas Day 

Christ Church 10 am 

Reservations are needed as safety 

precautions limit seating. 

Please email the church office with 

your reservation or join us live on 

Facebook. 

 

Email: hcparish@gmail.com 
757-678-7837 

 

The parish office will be closed from 
Dec. 24 through Jan. 3. 

 
Merry Christmas to all!!! 

 
 

mailto:hcparish@gmail.com
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A Parishioner’s Message as We Consider 
Stewardship 
 
In the 12th chapter of Luke, our Lord tells us, 
“From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; and from the one who 
has been entrusted with much, much more will 
be asked.” When J.T. and I are making 
decisions about financial support to our 
Church and to charities, this message keeps 
coming back to me – always a reminder of the 
many blessings in my life for as long as I can 
remember.  
 
One of the most precious of those blessings is 
having been a part of our Hungars Church 
family for a large majority of my years; and as I 
look back, I can’t imagine life without the 
fellowship and love that to me are so tied 
to this place of worship. 
 
It is hard to be in Hungars Church without a 
sense of its long history - and especially the 
work of so many over so many years to 
maintain it for the future of those to come. It 
certainly could not have been an easy road 
through those times in the past when 
financial devastations, demands of wars – and 
yes, pandemic scares – faced our forbearers. 
 
Certainly, we who share the simplistic beauty 
of Hungars Church today need to be ever 
mindful of why we have this wonderful place to 
worship our Lord. It is an invaluable gift we 
have been given – and being given 
such a treasure, much is demanded of us to 
keep it alive and well for those to come. Indeed, 
“from the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.” 
 
That is why J. T. and I consider our 
pledging a privilege. 
 
-Joyce Fooks Holland 
 

 
 
 

 
What Hungars Church Means To Me 

And Why We Pledge 
 

Nancy and I began attending Hungars shortly 
after building our home here in 1987. One 
Sunday when we here for a weekend we 
decided to try Hungars Church since there 
were no Lutheran churches close by. 
 
We are Lutherans, and attending an Episcopal 
church for the first time was a bit daunting and 
we didn’t know what to expect, but there were 
so many similarities to Lutheran services, we 
felt comfortable. 
 
It being our first time here, I chose the pew on 
the right side of the aisle where the rear 
support column is, figuring the seat was so 
narrow we would not be taking anyone’s seat. 
As we sat there wondering what the service 
would be like a woman’s gentle voice 
asked if we would mind sharing her pew with 
her. I had chosen Sarah Mapp’s pew, so we 
moved up to the row we now call ours. She 
introduced us to several of the congregation 
members and soon it was like coming home. 
 
We were impressed with the building and its 
rich history and the friendliness of the 
congregation. Harry Crandall was the Rector 
then and he impressed us with warmth, down 
to earth sermons and particularly his “brown 
bag” sermons for the children. Harry would 
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have one of the children bring him a brown bag 
with an item in it and use it for the children’s 
sermon. On one Sunday the bag had a floppy 
disc in it. He held it for about 30 seconds and 
then delivered a sermon about how the disk 
could be used just like a Bible to spread the 
Gospel message. 
 
One Sunday during the service as I was sitting 
in “OUR” pew I had a thought that brought 
tears to my eyes. I thought of the people that 
founded Hungars church those hundreds of 
years ago and how many had sat in this very 
pew over the years. To be sitting there in “our 
pew” that day I felt I understood what the 
“Great cloud of witnesses” is. I still feel 
connected to all that have gone before. 
Through the years we watched the children of 
the congregation as they grew up and 
remember Ran Northam and Kelsey Bisker 
standing on the pews during worship. 
 
We remember the Christmas Eve SRO services, 
and the many members and friends that have 
been called home or moved away over 
the years. Hungars has become an integral part 
of our lives and we are grateful to have been 
accepted as a part of it. 
 
But Hungars Church is so much more than just 
this building, as impressive and historic as it is. 
Without the people, it would only be an 
interesting relic of days gone by. Hungars 
church is also the people that worship here and 
we need to realize how important this 
community of believers is to the church and the 
world around us. Jesus gave us the Great 
Commission, to spread the good news 
everywhere in the world, and he asked the 
question Do You Love Me? Then feed my 
sheep.  
 
Part of Stewardship beyond maintaining our 
facilities, is having a strong grounding in 
supporting our shared ministry financially. A 
major part of that is pledging. A lot of people 
are hesitant to make a pledge commitment to 
the church because their situation might 
change and they could not fulfill their pledge. 
Some feel that they make a donation as they 

are able and do not want to commit to a set 
dollar value. The problem we face is that while 
we all revere this building, the church is so 
much more. There are fixed costs to operate 
both the building and salaries associated with 
our church and supporting our various 
ministries. The Vestry needs to know how 
much financial support they will have so plans 
can be made to make prudent decisions about 
what needs to be done to be God’s church in 
the world. Many of us here are on what is 
termed a fixed income. 
 
Jesus spoke about the Widows Mite, in Luke 
21-24. As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich 
putting their gifts into the temple treasury.  2 
He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 
copper coins.  3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this 
poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of 
their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in 
all she had to live on.”  
 
It was a trifling amount compared to the 
others’ donations, yet she gave all she had. The 
amount does not matter as much as her act of 
selfless giving. 
 
We are all getting older and many of us have 
health issues which make demands on our 
fiscal resources and we worry about what the 
future brings. We are not the first. The people 
that formed our congregation in 1623 and then 
erected this building in 1742 faced a 
compulsory tax to support it. Today we donate 
voluntarily which makes it more difficult for 
the Vestry to be good stewards of what finances 
they will have available to make prudent 
decisions. Pledges are made to help estimate 
that income. Pledges are not totally binding, 
situations change and that is normal so if a 
pledge needs to be adjusted downward, it is not 
a problem. Please consider pledging your 
support so we can continue being God’s Church 
and doing His work here in the world around 
us. 
 
Thank you, 
Tom Gonzalez 
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Two things go through my mind when I think 
of Christ Church. 
 
First is God's spirit and love that permeates a 
place where worship has been conducted for 
over 180 years.  That in itself is a blessing to us 
from past generations.  Their sacrifices and 
faith kept God's presence vibrant here. 
 
Second is family and community.  My own 
family has had christenings, confirmations, 
marriages, and funerals in Christ Church.  The 
walls speak to me of such happy and mournful 
times in my own life when God was a living 
presence that surrounded me with love in a 
community of believers.  Each service at Christ 
Church I feel that love renewed.  That is why 
Christ Church is such a special place for me . . . 
God's love shining through the eyes and hearts 
of His people. 
 
Louise Boss 
 

 

 

In thanksgiving for all of my Sunday 

school students in the past and for those in 

the future given by Cindy Walker 

In memory of Robley & Laura Handy 

Fletcher given by Sarah & Rick Bingman 

In memory of Bob Erdman given by 

Sarah & Rick Bingman 

In thanksgiving for Nancy Bisker given 

by Sarah & Rick Bingman 

In thanksgiving for Kelsey Bisker, Alex & 

Robley Fletcher III given by Sarah & Rick 

Bingman 

In thanksgiving for all who have bought 

candles given by Sarah Bingman 

In thanksgiving for the Hungars Altar 

Guild given by Sarah Bingman 

In thanksgiving for Sissy Stinson given 

by Sarah Bingman 

In thanksgiving for Judy Erdman given 

by Sarah Bingman 

In thanksgiving for Rick Bingman given 

by Sarah Bingman 

In memory of Louis Rowe & Helen & Tuck 

Wilkins given by Betsy Rowe & family 

In memory of Rex Ingram, one of the best 

men we were all lucky to know! Given by 

Tom Wescott 

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. William D. 

Fooks, Mr. & Mrs. B.D. Holland and 

Durand Fooks given by  Joyce &  J.T. 

Holland 

In thanksgiving for Elizabeth Fooks given 

by Joyce & J.T. Holland 

In thanksgiving for Hungars Church 

given by Jim & Nancy Townsend 

In thanksgiving for Hungars Church 

given by Ann & Ernie Gibb 

In memory of Dr. Henry Dixon given by 

Ann & John Snyder 

“Fill the Candle 
Box Campaign” 
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In thanksgiving for our grandchildren: 

Tyler, Ashby, Hadley, Fenn, Sam and 

James (brand new) who light up our lives. 

Given by Walter & Kathleen Childs. 

In memory of John Ed Tankard given by 

Joie & Richard Tankard 

In thanksgiving for all the Layreaders 

given by Joie & Richard Tankard 

In memory of love ones given by Doug & 

Kathy Kutz 

In thanksgiving for our daughter, Aislinn 

& granddaughter, Heidi given by Doug & 

Kathy Kutz 

In memory of Scotty & Virginia Robertson 

given by Sherman & Nancy Stairs 

In thanksgiving for Karen & Kristen 

given by Sherman & Nancy Stairs 

In thanksgiving for our COVID partners, 

Mary Floyd & Kathy Kutz given by Ellie 

& Croxton Gordon 

In thanksgiving for our family given by 

George & Joan Bryan 

In memory of my parents given by Sue 

Ingram 

In memory of Rex Ingram, Pop, given by 

Kristen & Andrea 

In memory of Margaret Little given by 

Mary Floyd 

In thanksgiving for Rev. Janet Wheelock 

given by Mary Floyd 

In thanksgiving for friends & family 

given by Susan Stinson 

In thanksgiving for Ellie & Croxton 

Gordon & Kathy Kutz given by Susan 

Stinson 

In memory of Fred & Virginia Floyd given 

by Jenny Floyd 

In thanksgiving for Hungars Church by 

Jane Merriam 

To welcome the Rev. Janet Wheelock given 

by Kitty Crandall 

In honor of Joyce Holland given by Kitty 

Crandall 

In memory of Jennifer Hosteler given by 

Don & Karen Ruthig 

In thanksgiving for those who keep our 

churches open online during the pandemic 

given by the Wehner Family 

In memory of Janet & Minor Stone given 

by Jim & Nancy Townsend 

In thanksgiving for family & friends 

given by Mary Hamilton Stuart 

***ONLY 23 CANDLES LEFT*** 

If you would like to purchase a liquid candle for 

Hungars Church in memory or in thanksgiving for 

someone, please complete an order form and mail it 

with your check to either: 

 

Hungars Cure Parish             Sarah Bingman 

Candle Donation        or       Candle Donation 

PO Box 367                          14306 Eastfield Drive 

Eastville, VA 23347             Belle Haven, VA 

23306        

Order forms can be found in last month’s newsletter 

or in the Narthex. 
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Prayers for Members & 
Friends of  

Hungars Cure Parish  
 

Remembering the Departed 
Robin and Buddy Hickman, Randy Stuart 
 

Significant needs, facing, surgery or 
hospitalization 
 

Ongoing Needs and Concerns 
 Mary Ordeman, Rita Henning, Elizabeth 
Moore, Ken Sutton, and Julia Richards 
 

 Thanksgivings 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Birthdays  
 
 
 

December 
 
01 - Josephine Boss 
02 - Leonard Smith 
04 - Martha James 
07 - Parke Custis, Anne Holland 
17 - Kelsey Bisker 
20 - Jessica Beasley 
21 - Lydia Wehner 
22 –Ron Lewis 
24 - Patty Kellam, Shannon Wescoat 
25 - Sarah Katherine Bingman 
27 - Megan Rose-Jensen 
29 - Croxton Gordon 
31 - Gee Floyd 
 
 
 

January 
 
02 - Mary Tankard 
04 - Kaylee Trower, Kay Trower,                          
George Bryan 
07 - Carolyn Jones,  
11 - Ann Snyder, David Rogers 
12 - Buddy Hickman 
13 - John Wescoat 
16 – Alvin Duryea 
17 - Spencer Custis, Laura Vaughn 
19 - Elizabeth Long, Amanda Windsor 
26 - Casey Wescoat 
28 - Will Leland 
29 - Koby Walker
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